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Wide farmer representation at major conference
Leading farmers from Eyre and Yorke Peninsulas, the mid-north, Mallee and south-east districts will give their views on the no-till method of crop production at a major conference in February.

They will be joined by local and interstate researchers and advisers taking part in keynote addresses and in 20 concurrent workshops at the conference being organised by the SA No-Till Farmers Association. It will be held at the Tanunda Convention Centre on February 7, starting with registration of pre-registered delegates at 8.15 am. SANTFA executive and scientific officer, Dr Rohan Rainbow, said he expected more than 400 people to attend.

“Interest in the no-till method of farming is significant and growing,” he 
said.  “Fortunately there are farmers from interstate and SA who now have considerable experience in how to prepare for no-till and then apply it to crop production, and they are prepared to share this with others. These farmers are reporting major savings in machinery, fuel and labour costs from no-till, compared to conventional cropping, and improvements in soil health.
“A conference highlight will be an address from Canadian no-till scientist, Dr Guy Lafond, who will speak on the long-term benefits of no-till in Canada and also on many other issues that Canadian farmers have learnt to deal with.”
Dr Rainbow said apart from keynote conference addresses by Dr Lafond and others, 20 concurrent workshops would be held during the day. Speakers would include WA farmer and Nuffield Scholar, Andrew Fowler talking about managing business risks with no-till and Dr Jack Desbiolles of the SA Agricultural Machinery Research and Design Centre. 

Other issues such as weed and snail control in no-till would be discussed along with getting into no-till in the first year; improvements in no-till machinery; the link between controlled traffic, precision agriculture and no-till; fertiliser strategies for 2003; and frost damage minimisation techniques.

Pre-conference registration is essential with the cost (including GST) being $100 for SANTFA members and $166 for non-members (includes SANTFA membership). The cost for the conference dinner is $33. The due date for registration is January 28 and registration forms are available by return fax on (08) 8842 1875 or email info@santfa.com.au 
Further details from Rohan Rainbow on (08) 8842 4278.
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