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Specialist advice needed to help grain growers
Training more people in the skills needed to interpret yield data provided by Precision Agriculture equipment and to efficiently use that information remains a priority for the Southern Precision Agriculture Association.

SPAA chairman, Malcolm Sargent who farms at Crystal Brook, said this week that for PA to expand graingrowers would need access to specialist advice so that they could properly identify high and low yielding areas in paddocks and then hopefully overcome constraints responsible for low yields.

“We need to better understand the reasons behind the yield variations in paddocks,” he said.

“With help from Dr Brett Whelan of the Australian Centre for Precision Agriculture (ACPA), the association has run workshops for advisers and farmers and will continue these.

“We have also organised events where PA equipment manufacturers and software people have been able to discuss common issues because product compatibility, or the lack of it, is still an issue in PA.

“For example, there isn’t much point in having a GPS for your yield monitor in your header if it’s not compatible with your seed rate controller.

“It’s like having a printer that won’t run off a particular type of computer - only with PA we’re talking about equipment that might cost $5,000 to $10,000.”

In concert with ACPA, the SPAA - whose activities are supported by the SA Grain Industry Trust - recently organised a national PA symposium which attracted 220 delegates.

“As well as people from SA there was a lot of interest from interstate in the symposium, particularly from WA,” Mr Sargent said.

“It’s good that through the association we have a single entity able to pursue PA activities such as equipment compatibility issues.”
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