News release







March 21, 2003
Opportunity for snail control fast approaching
“Hit the snails while they’re down”. 
This is the advice for graingrowers from the research officer with the SA Research and Development Institute’s entomology unit, Megan Leyson.

“Because of the dry 2002, snail numbers will be down compared to normal years and they will also be coming down from posts and stubble when we get early season rain combined with cool conditions,” Ms Leyson said this week.

“From any time now onwards, moist conditions accompanied by several days of cooler temperatures will provide ideal baiting conditions. This year we should have an excellent opportunity to bait early, to kill snails and to reduce their numbers before they start to breed.”
Ms Leyson said the value of early baiting had again been demonstrated in Yorke Peninsula trials last year.  The optimum baiting time would vary between regions and between years, and would be dependent on sufficient moisture and cool conditions to trigger snail movement to baits.
Ms Leyson, whose work is supported by the SA Grain Industry Trust and the Grains Research and Development Corporation,  warned however, that the benefits of early season snail control could be lost if  numbers of remaining juvenile and adult snails were not further reduced by follow-up baiting. 

As well, areas made free of snails needed to be protected from re-invasion by snails from the perimeter of paddocks. Illustrating this she gave the example of snail numbers counted over winter and spring in a paddock sown to canola in 2002.

In this paddock snails were baited on April 19 and numbers were reduced from 45 per sq m to 1 per sq m, pre-seeding. Numbers then continued to build until a further baiting on August 30 caused a 60 per cent reduction.
A pre-harvest count showed however, that snail numbers had again built-up to 106 per 

sq m.
“Very few small snails were present indicating minimal snail breeding in this crop during the year,” Ms Leyson said.
 “Most snails that were present pre-harvest were large snails close to the fenceline indicating invasion from the perimeter of the paddock into the edge of the crop after August 30.

“Snail invasion from fencelines is a common problem but with clever border control it can be minimised.

“In 2002 many farmers tried baiting at 10 kg/ha along fencelines and baiting the rest of the paddock at 5 kg/ha. The results have been promising with this investment in fenceline control aiding in snail control over the whole paddock.
“If snail numbers in paddocks exceed 80 per sq m then the bait rate might need to be increased to 10 kg/ha.

“By carefully monitoring during the year, you can see an invasion problem developing and bait fencelines before it escalates.”

ENDS: Further information from Megan Leyson (08) 8303 9670.
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