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October 20, 2003
Crop choices for 2004 detailed
More than 8,000 SA graingrowers are about to receive information critical to the success of next year’s cropping operations - the 52-page ‘Crop Variety Sowing Guide, 2004’.
According to the Leader of the SA Field Crop Evaluation Program, Rob Wheeler, information in this book about the performance and characteristics of older and new varieties will materially assist growers in their choice of crop types and varieties to be sown next year.

“Given the emergence of new diseases, particularly leaf diseases, and on-going problems with soil-borne pests and diseases, farmers will need to be very selective in what they choose to grow,” he said.
“The guide will help them because it contains yield performance data and agronomic characteristics, including disease and pest resistance ratings, for 11 field crops.

“Crops covered are wheat, barley, oats, triticale, peas, lentils, canola, lupins, chickpeas, vetch and faba beans.”

Mr Wheeler said the data in the guide had been produced using results from the Statewide-evaluation program and from individual contributions from many of the senior SARDI  researchers and Rural Solutions SA consultants involved with trialing of the various crops.

The publication, produced with support from the SA Grain Industry Trust and distributed by Ausbulk as part of its ‘Grain Business’ publication, aims to provide the suitable sowing options for various districts and in many cases, important criteria to be considered when choosing varieties for particular rotations.
As well, there is a comprehensive update on Plant Breeders Rights obligations including royalty, seed marketing and licensing arrangements for various varieties.

Mr Wheeler said the guide would be direct mailed to SA graingrowers but limited copies would also be available from PIRSA offices. Individual Fact Sheets were also being placed on SARDI’s web site www.sardi.sa.gov.au 


ENDS: Further information from Rob Wheeler on 8303 9480.   
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