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April 10, 2003
SAGIT announces new investments in local grains research
New investments of $362,000  in research projects for 2003-04 have been announced by the SA Grain Industry Trust.

SAGIT chairman Mr Ken Schaefer said this week that these investments, together with a commitment of $635,000 for on-going projects, meant that annual allocations would total nearly $1 million.

“Because of reduced levy income from graingrowers arising from the 2002 drought we have to draw on reserves,” Mr Schaefer said. “However, it is critical that we maintain a mix of on-going and new projects even though our ability to support the latter is more restricted than normal because of the drought.”

He said examples of the new projects to be supported included:

· An investigation by the University of SA for the Wolsely Agricultural Bureau into a range of seeding systems on heavy clay soils which are often wet and sticky at seeding.
· Research by Allan Mayfield Consulting on how to improve nitrogen and water-use efficiencies for wheat growers in medium to high rainfall areas.

· Studies by the CSIRO and University of Adelaide into ways to improve fertiliser efficiencies.

· An investigation into the performance of suspension fertilisers as a cost-effective alternative to clear liquid fertilisers on specific soils.
Mr Schaefer said the 2003-04 investments represented a mix of basic and applied research allied to the advancement of the grains industry in SA.

“All up we will be supporting 33 projects from July 2003 involving 11 different organisations,” he said. “These include the SA Research and Development Institute and University of Adelaide as well as grower groups such as the Southern Yorke Peninsula Alkaline Soils Group, the Southern Precision Agriculture Association, and the SA No-Till Farmers Association.

“All are involved in cutting-edge research likely to lead to major efficiencies in the growing of grain in SA.”
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