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Agronomist for EP farming systems project

Neil Cordon has been appointed as the extension agronomist to work with farming groups involved with the Eyre Peninsula Farming Systems Project.

The position, which is supported by the SA Grain Industry Trust, is for three years.

Mr Cordon has worked extensively on Eyre Peninsula since graduating from the University of Adelaide’s Roseworthy Campus in 1976. This has included periods at Minnipa Agricultural Centre; Streaky Bay as district agronomist; 14 years with Hi-Fert as the company’s regional agronomist based at Pt Lincoln, and more recently as a field crop consultant with Rural Solutions SA, also at Pt Lincoln.

The EP Farming Systems Project has a mandate to identify and overcome constraints to improving crop production, efficiency and profitability under difficult agro-climatic conditions in the medium to low rainfall zones of the peninsula. Investors in it include the GRDC, SARDI, University of Adelaide, agri-business, UGH, NHT and local farmers.

Farmer input into the project starts with a number of groups attached to two reference bodies – one each for eastern and western Eyre Peninsula. The farmer groups meet to discuss local research and extension needs, which are prioritised by the reference bodies - the ultimate decision for funding resting with a project management group.

Mr Cordon will be based at Minnipa and will lead the on-farm demonstrations and extension aspects of the farming systems project.

His work will include:

· Demonstrating the tolerance of crops and pastures to herbicides and herbicide mixtures under local conditions.

· Demonstrating latest advances in crop protection.

· Summer weed control measures and evaluating medics and new pasture species and varieties.

Mr Cordon said the demonstrations would be broad-scale as farmers identified with this approach to extension and were more likely to apply results on their own farms. “The work with farmer groups starts early in the New Year when they discuss their wish-lists for local research,” he said.

ENDS: Further information from Neil Cordon 8680 6210

neilc



