Key fertiliser research initiatives

The strong interest in alternative fertilisers continues – hence the decision by the SA Grain Industry Trust to fund three research projects from July 1.
Two are new and include a joint study by CSIRO and the University of Adelaide aimed at understanding the mechanisms of the actions of fluid and conventional granular fertilisers in a range of SA soils. Results from this study could enhance the efficiency of phosphorus fertilisers through the possibility to predict the most appropriate phosphorus fertiliser for specific soil types.
Another new project concerns an investigation into the performance of suspension fertilisers as a cost-effective alternative to granular and clear liquid fertilisers on calcareous and alkaline phosphorus-responsive soils. 
This work will be carried out by SA Research and Development Institute personnel and a key part will be to develop trouble-free systems for delivering continuous streams of suspension to various points – such as fertiliser banded below the seed, applied on the soil surface, or applied with the seed itself.

The third project continues the promising research instigated by the Southern Yorke Peninsula Alkaline Soils Group last year into the effectiveness of liquid fertilisers in medium rainfall alkaline soil areas. This year field trials will again be conducted including sites at Warooka, west of Minlaton and on the field day site at Minlaton.

Included in this research, which is supervised by Dr Nigel Wilhelm of SARDI, is a cost-benefit analysis of including liquid fertilisers in a farming system and an evaluation of the ability of existing equipment to apply liquid fertilisers.
Re-appointment

Crystal Brook graingrower, Malcolm Sargent, has been re-appointed as a trustee of the SA Grain Industry Trust (SAGIT) which annually invests about $1 million in grains research.
Each year one of the three positions held by a grower on the Trust is declared vacant at the annual meeting of the SA Farmers Federation’s grain council and nominations are called. In 2003 Mr Sargent’s renomination was endorsed by the council.

Other trustees are chairman, Ken Schaefer of Buckleboo, Colin Rowe of Adelaide and Brian Hansen of Primary Industries and Resources SA.

Trustees are assisted in project allocation by SAFF nominees, John McEvoy of Warooka and Peter Kuhlmann of Mudamuckla. Dr Alan Dube is the trust’s scientific adviser.
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