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High tech field day attracts EP farmers

Seventy eight Eyre Peninsula farmers got a preview of the future at a new-wave technology field day held at Buckleboo last week.

On display at John and Jo Schaefer’s grain growing property, courtesy of seven companies, was equipment with the potential to significantly cut input costs and improve gross margins through improved tractor and machinery guidance.

The chairman of the Buckleboo Farm Improvement Group, Michael Schaefer, said the group had organised the day so that farmers could see innovations - light bars, paddock mapping systems and automated machinery guidance - operating in paddock conditions. Companies exhibiting their wares were Beeline, Croplands Outback, KEE Zynx, Farm Scan, GPS Ag Autofarm, John Deere Greenstar, and Omnistar.

“Cummins farmer Tim Nelligan had his tractor with automated steering here, as did the Minnipa Agricultural Centre with its CAT tractor and its hands-free Beeline steering system,” Mr Schaefer said.  “All of the exhibitors went to a great deal of trouble to get their equipment here and it was greatly appreciated.
“Everyone is trying to minimise waste and I would guess that  50 per cent of the district’s farmers have moved into up and back cropping, about 75 per cent are doing no-till, and an increasing number are also adopting some form of controlled traffic.

“These practices have the potential to increase profitability and the next step is better guidance linked to Differential GPS (DGPS).

“The DGPS signal can come from a satellite, from a marine beacon or from a base station that gives a solid reference point on the farm and which might be considered if you were going for 2 cm accuracy.

“The latter of course, involves serious money but is an option to paying an annual fee for a DGPS signal from say, a satellite. All of this is about reducing the cost of inputs by greater accuracy of application and that can come from the use of technology such as light bars and, at the top end of the scale, automated steering.

“It was obvious from the field day on Friday that you can introduce this technology in intermediate steps – that you don’t have to buy and then discard equipment but that you can build up to the Rolls Royce.
“An increasing number of suppliers – including Beeline and Croplands Outback – are supporting Minnipa’s efforts to trial these technologies and their support is greatly appreciated by farmers.”

Mr Schaefer said the group’s next project would be to compare the performance of fluid and granular fertilisers under local conditions using tines donated by Primary Sales and tanks from Hardi Aust. This research would be done in conjunction with the Minnipa Agricultural Centre and Minnipa Foundation. Plans were also being made for another equipment field day in October 2004 with an emphasis on precision agriculture.
The executive and scientific officer of the Southern Precision Agriculture Association, Dr Rohan Rainbow, whose activities are supported by the SA Grain Industry Trust, attended the Buckleboo field day and said there was widespread interest in DGPS guidance technology.
“Farmers want to further improve accuracy of application of inputs such as pesticides. They want to reduce overlap and underlap and to widen the opportunity for spraying using guidance systems for spraying at night.”
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Further information from Michael Schaefer 8627 4031 or Rohan Rainbow 8842 4278.
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