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NEW PEA FUNGUS FOUND

Geoff Thomas, SAGIT Project Manager
Research conducted by Jenny Davidson of SARDI and funded by the SA Garin Industry Trust has disovered a new fugal disease of peas.

Called Phoma koolunga it has been identified as part of the blackspot complex and is not known to occur anywhere in the world except in southern Australia.

The fungus is widespread in South Australia and can cause severe damage to pea plants, including death of the primary tiller. The amount of damage is similar to that caused by Mycosphaerella pinodes, the other fungus responsible for blackspot on field peas.

P. koolunga is spread by rainsplash. Windborne spores have not been detected, and so the fungus does not have the long distance dispersal that occurs with M. pinodes.

P. koolunga can survive on pea stubble, on seed and in the soil for at least 4 years after an infected pea crop has been grown. The amount of P. koolunga in the soils is directly related to the disease severity on peas grown in that soil.

A specific DNA test for P. koolunga has been developed which will be added to the Predicta B service for blackspot. This will assist farmers to select paddocks with low inoculum loads of P. koolunga and avoid losses from blackspot disease.
Further information is available from Jenny Davidson Ph 8303 9393
