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New user-friendly black-spot sowing guide

South Australian pea growers can now pick the best sowing time to lessen the risk of a blackspot outbreak by accessing a simple chart online.

Widespread infection of blackspot in peas throughout SA last season has prompted pathologists to clear up details about best-bet sowing times.  The Blackspot Manager chart helps growers to avoid sowing crops into high risk situations while staying within preferred sowing windows needed to maintain yields. 

SARDI pulse pathologist Jenny Davidson says because information about the risk of blackspot disease can change quickly depending on weather conditions, the chart is updated about every 10 days.

“To reduce confusion, we’ve come up with a table format that sets out a simple sow/don’t sow recommendation for each pea growing centre as the calendar weeks progress,” she said.  

“So to use the chart, simply look up the closest location - one of ten sites in South Australia are tracked - and review the sowing recommendations provided for each week, and aim to sow when the recommendation says “sow”.”

Ms Davidson said summer and autumn conditions had a big bearing on the risk of blackspot, and the BlackSpot Manager sowing model took into account critical dynamics - rainfall and temperature for each of the major pea growing centres - as well as the ideal sowing windows.

“Whenever it rains, even just a few millimetres, black spot spores are released from pea stubble.  The ideal is for stubble-released spores to disperse and “exhaust” themselves before new season crops are put in the ground,” she said. 

“With the chart, we’ve looked at ways to get crops off to a good start by making sure the coast is clear from blackspot spores, so that crops don’t start out with a high level of primary infection, without shortening the growing season.  

 “The good news is that right now the table shows for many centres that the last week of May will be the best time to sow, putting peas within their ideal yield potential - but we put a rider that a rainfall event may alter the most favourable sowing date, so it’s best that growers go on line to review the recommendations before sowing.” 

Ms Davidson observed high levels of blackspot infection in 2009 due to many growers sowing pea crops before the date recommended to reduce disease. 

SARDI has collaborated in Blackspot Manager, developed by Dr. Moin Salam from Department of Agriculture Food and Wine Western Australia with funding from the Grains Research and Development Corporation.  The South Australian Grains Industry Trust has provided funding to assist with validation of Blackspot Manager in South Australia.

To access the chart, visit: www.sardi.sa.gov.au.  Under the Products & Services tab click on the link: black spot – sowing guide.   Alternatively visit:  www.agric.wa.gov.au/cropdiseases and click on field pea blackspot management guide for South Australia.

Details: Jenny Davidson (08) 8303 9389 or SARDI Communications, Grace Taylor (08) 8303 9433
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