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October 28, 2003
Levy collection vital for SA grains industry

Grain growers and grain buyers have been urged to ensure that a research contribution vital to the advancement of the SA grains industry is deducted from grain transactions made from the 2003 harvest.

The chairman of the SA Grain Industry Trust (SAGIT), Ken Schaefer, said this week that a voluntary levy was used to support wide-ranging research investments made by the fund.

“On the recommendation from the 2003 annual meeting of the SAFF Grains Council, and supported by the Minister of Primary Industries, Mr Holloway, the levy has been increased by 3c a tonne to 15c a tonne from the 2003 harvest,” Mr Schaefer said.

“Grain marketing has become increasingly deregulated and there are far more buyers around than was the case a few years ago,” Mr Schaefer said.

“In that respect, collection of the levy has become more complex and so we are urging SA growers in their own interest to remind buyers of their grain to deduct the levy and send it to Primary Industries and Resources SA which collects the money and then forwards it to the SAGIT.

“This levy applies irrespective of whether the buyer is based in SA or interstate and to large and small transactions.”
Mr Schaefer said the levy applied to a full range of cereal, oilseed and pulse crops. Each year the SAGITF invested more than $1 million in crops research identified as vital for the future viability of SA graingrowers.

“Breakthroughs in cropping industry research don’t happen overnight and generally require long-term commitments by the funding body. This certainly is the case for example, with SAGIT projects such as work on the control of snails, the use of fluid fertilisers and the breeding of crop varieties for specific purposes.”
Mr Schaefer also announced that Mr Robert Rees of PIRSA had been appointed a SAGIT trustee by Mr Holloway, replacing Mr Brian Hansen who had served on the trust for many years.
ENDS: Further information from Ken Schaefer on 0428 627 402 or Caroline Brokus on (08) 8232 5555.
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