News release





December 28, 2003
Funds available for grains research

A call for applications for new grain research projects has been made by the SA Grain Industry Trust.

SAGIT chairman, Ken Schaefer, said applications needed to be lodged by February 13, 2004 and a decision would be made when the trustees met in early March. Progress and final reports also need to be lodged by February 13.

“Currently 32 projects are supported with annual investments totalling more than $1 million,” Mr Schaefer said.
 “They range from support for basic research such as development of new plant breeding techniques to applied work including projects involving farmer groups.

“In 2003/04 for example, the SAGIT is supporting trial work by the Wolseley Agricultural Bureau and the Yorke Peninsula Alkaline Soils Group. As well, a cropping systems trial is being conducted at the Hart site in the mid-north.

“We are investing in snail control research which is of vital importance to many SA farmers and in the breeding of crop varieties for specific purposes, such as wheats with better drought tolerance. 
“Farmers are also embracing new technologies in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiencies – hence our support for the SA No-till Farmers Association and the Southern Precision Agriculture Association.”

Mr Schaefer said funds for SAGIT research came from a voluntary 15c a tonne levy on SA-produced wheat, barley, triticale, oats, rye, canola, safflower, linseed, peas, lentils, beans, chickpeas and grain sorghum.
Anyone with queries about research project applications, or the levy, should contact Caroline Brokus or Sarah Warner at the SA Farmers Federation on 8232 5555. Meanwhile a copy of the application form for research grants is available on the SAGIT website    www.sagit.com.au
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